
Listening to Your Child Read

Susan Kliffen, Helen Taylor and 
Jemma Rapson



 Trouble Shooting.

How parents can help.

How to listen to your child read.

Progression of books.

What is Reading?

Older Readers.

Outline

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Susan



What Is Reading?
4,500 years
Different developmental progressions
Responsibility of your child



Components of Reading
Decoding
Comprehension
Fluency

–Word level
–Sentence level
–Text level
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Put yourself in your child’s shoes







Sam and the Waves by Annette Smith PM



 At 5 years 1 month check
 At 6 years standardised testing
 Daily monitoring

Progression of Books

 Emergent
 Early Level
 Emerging Fluency  
 Fluency



 Continue to read with your child.

Be patient

Praise, Praise, Praise

Encourage your child to try for themselves

Be enthusiastic and keep it enjoyable

Discussion is important

How Can You Help?



How To Set It Up

Choose an appropriate place
Give them your full attention
Show your interested from the 

start
Comment about title, cover and 

make connections.
This is important because without background 
knowledge the story is harder to read and less 
meaningful.



What to Expect

Children will not get it right all the 
time.

Good readers monitor their reading.

What is an Error?

•Word added

•Word left out

•Different word.

What is Self Correction?

•An error that has been 
fixed.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
HelenErrors



They may notice their error and 
stop. 

You wait.
Unknown words
They are thinking about what to do.
Let them think …      5 seconds.
 It also allows you time to think 

about what you are going to say.
They may get the word – praise.*8

What Do You Do?
Pause



Baby Panda by Beverly Randall  by Annette Smith       Thompson Nelson



Prompting gives readers a clue, 
but stills empowers them to do the 
reading task.

 If they haven’t said anything, say 
“Try that again.”

You expect them to go back to the 
beginning of the sentence or page 
and have another go.  They may 
get it – praise or prompt again.

Prompt



If you need to prompt again, you will 
need to be more specific.

Does it make sense? Meaning*14,15,16

Does it look right? Sounds to 
letters  *11

Does it sound right? Grammar*12
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The Porridge that was Too Hot  by Annette Smith       Thompson Nelson
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The Porridge that was Too Hot  by Annette Smith       Thompson Nelson



What Am I? By Anne Giulieri       Thompson Nelson



Reading correctly - phrasing and 
fluency

Giving it a go
– I like the way you tried when the 

word was tricky and you didn’t give 
up.

Nearly getting a word
–Good try, yes it starts with that letter
–Yes it makes sense 
–Yes it looks like that word.

Making a self correction.

Praise
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Discuss the story  
–although this is not the main event

Ask questions
 Interact with the ideas
Show you valued the story. *9

What Do You Do After the 
Reading?



Baby Panda by Beverly Randall  by Annette Smith       Thompson Nelson



Important Points
Pictures are essential.
Look at the words
 Inconsistent knowledge of words.
Fiction and non-fiction.
Continue reading to your child.
School reading should not be the 

only reading.
Provide opportunities to read and 

write.



Balance of managing frustration 
and providing the growth

Comprehension
Barking at print
Phonological awareness
Sequencing directionality.

Trouble Shooting



Older Readers

 Learning to read and reading to learn.

 Continue reading with them.

 Focus on what the story is about.

 Use books as a starting point for 
discussion about the world.
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